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SPRING 2006
PHILOSOPHY ADVANCED UNDERGRADUATE
AND GRADUATE COURSE OFFERINGS

Philosophy 4224: Epistemology
Thiscourseisdesigned to give the student asolid grounding in the
main areas of debatein contemporary epistemology. Topicswill
likely includethe analysis of justification and knowledge,
externalism and internalism, naturalism, induction, skepticism,
relativism, and anti-redism.

Instructor: W. Ott
Lecture:  2:00p-3:15p

CRN: 15260
SQUIR234 TTh

Philosophy 4304: Topicsin Social and Pol itical Philosophy:
Ethical Pluralismin Liberal Democracy

The course focuses on the significance of ethical, cultural, and
religiousdiversity, and disagreement for liberal democratic political
theory and practice. Topicsto be covered includethe nature o f moral
disagreement and itsimplications for objectivity; civic friendship and
social unity; religioustoleration and the place of religionin the
public sphere; theliberal values of autonomy, authenticity, and
individuality; neutrality between lifestyles and conceptions of the
good life; multiculturalism and cosmopolitanism; the proper conduct
of publicdeliberationinacontext of disagreement; and the place of
civility, moderation, and compromisein politica life. Authorsto be
studiedincludeAristotle, Locke, Mill, Rawls, Kymlicka, and Okin.
Student participation in class discussion will beamajor aspect of the
course.

CRN: 15261
SQUIR238 TTh

Instructor: S. May
Lecture: 9:30a-10:45a

Philosophy 4324: Businessand Professional Ethics
In this coursewewill investigate moral and ethical issuesthat arise
inthe context of business practices. Wewill beginwith an overview
of relevant ethical theories and a consideration of various approaches
to ethics, and then spend the mgjority of the coursediscussing
specific problems. Wewill address questionssuch as: Towhat
extent should considerations other than profits determine business
decisions? What rights and obligations do employers and employees
havewith respect to oneanother? What obligations, if any, do
businesses haveto their consumers, or to the general public? To
what extent should businesses adopt affirmative action measures or
other policiesdesigned to promotediversity in theworkforce? In
considering theseissueswewill read acombination of scholarly
articlesand influential court cases.

Instructor: S. Daskal
Lecture: 9:30a-10:45a

CRN: 15263
SQUIR236 TTh

Philosophy 4334: Jurisprudence:
TheAuthority of the Law

The courseispremised onthequestion: what isthelaw supposed to
be, such that we are supposed to obey it? Topicsto be discussed
include civil disobedience and conscientious objection; competing
theoriesof the nature of law and itsnormative content; the
enforcement of morality; the problem of political legiti macy and the
democratic genesis of thelaw; the nature of rightsand their
importance; constitutionalism and different approachesto
congtitutional interpretation; equality beforethelaw; majoritarianism
and the question of judicial review of legislation. Authorsto be
studied include Locke, Thoreau, King, Mandela, Raz, Feinberg, Hart,
Dworkin, Coleman, Waldron, and Buchanan. Philosophy 4335isa
writing-intensive classand regular philosophical "briefs' will be
expected.

CRN: 15262
SHULT 109 TTh

Instructor: S. May
L ecture: 12:30p-1:45p

Philosophy 5204: Topicsin theHistory of Philosophy
God, Philosophy, and Man

A systematic examination of some of the main approachesto the
study of religion found in Western thought from ancient timesto the
present,i ncluding analytical aswell as phenomenologica and
existentialist approachesto philosophy. Common to these
approaches, which will serve asafocus of the course, isthe concern
with the nature of religious experienceand itsplacein justifying
religious belief or unbelief. Wewill also explore other related issues
including, but not limited to, the traditional argumentsfor and against
the existence of God, problems concerned with the language used to
talk about God, and the problem of reconciling divine omniscience
with human freedom. Patristic, medieval, aswell as contemporary
philosophers and theol ogians such as Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas,
Plantinga, Tillich, Hick will be surveyed.

CRN: 15267
MAJIWM 225 w

Instructor: R. Mayorga
Lecture:  2:30p-5:15p

Philosophy 5306: Main Themesin the Philosophy of Modern
Science & Technology
Thiscourseisanintroductory graduate course. It isdesigned to help
students become familiar with three major topics prominent in recent
philosophy of science and technology and to devel op skill in making
and evaluating arguments about these and related topics. The topics

are:

(1) Canthehistory of scienceoffer shed light on fundamental issues
in philosophy of scienceand technology? Among theissues covered
will bethe goals of science, the nature of progressin science and
technology, variouswaysin which contextual factors affect scientific
and technological change, and the interrelations among theory,
experiment, and available technol ogy.

(2) What istherelati onship between technological and scientific
change? Thisquestion containsmany hidden assumptions. Yet
variants of this question are critical for understanding science as
scientific advances (“advances’ ?) have come to depend increasingly
on experimental technologies, technological advances (“advances’?)
have cometo depend increasingly on science, and as* scientific”
technologies have cometo play an ever-more centra rolein the
dominant culture.

(3) Incorporating both theabove, can wetease out auseful account
of the relationship between the direction of scientific research and the

health of the surrounding society?

Wewill enploy an ‘historical’ approach to these topics and we will
addressthe use of case studiesin dealingwiththesetopics. There
will be short written assignments approximately every other week
and aterm paper. Studentswill have some opportunity to influence
thereadings employed and theissues addressed in the course.

Instructor: R. Burian CRN: 14186
Lecture:  9:05a-11:50a MAWM 225 M
(Crosslisted with CRN 14729 STS5306)

Philosophy 5334: Ethics
Thiscoursewill be an investigation into the process of moral
reasoning. Thiswill involve addressing aset of issuesthat lie at the
intersection of metaethics and normative ethics, such asthe
following. What constitutes areason to do something? What
distinguishes moral reasons from other sorts of reasons? How does
one go about determining what one has most reason to do? What
moral principles, if any, arewe committed to by o ur understanding of
moral reasoning? Wewill proceed by working through four

Check the university timetable or the department website http://www.phil.vt.edu/cour ses.html for updated information.




important books related to these topics, each of which offersa
different perspective on the nature of moral reasoning, and reasoning
more generally. Thesewill beR. M. Hare'sMoral Thinking, T. M.
Scanlon’ sWhat We Oweto Each Other, Jonathan Dancy’ sEthics
Without Principles, and Elijah Millgram’ sPractical Induction.

Instructor: S. Daskal
Lecture:  9:05a-11:50a

CRN: 15264
MAJWM 225 W

Philosophy 5506: SymbolicL ogic
In this course, wewill work through some of the fundamental results
of 20th century logic. Wewill start with set theoretic foundations,
cover the central theorems about first-order logic with identity
(completeness, compactness, L wenheim-Skolem theorems), and
will concludewith Godel’ sincompletenessresults.

Instructor: B. Epstein
Lecture:  12:30p-1:45p

CRN: 15272
NOR 211 TTh
Philosophy 6014: Special Topicsin Philosophy
Groupsand| ndividuals: Topicsin the Philosophy
of Economicsand Social Sience

Few p eopletoday would accept Hegel' sclaim that nations or
historical moments possessa“ spirit” that guidestheir evolution.
Even so, it' sclear that nations, historical periods, and groupsin
genera have many propertiesthat individualsdo not. We speak of a
country’sforeign policies, its unemployment rate, the national
mood. Isgroup behavior an aggregation of individua behavior?
Should explanationsof socia phenomenastrivetobeindividuaistic?

This seminar will consider some important aspects of theseissuesin
the ontology and methods of the social sciences. A principal focus
will be casesin microeconomics, where these debates have been
particularly acute. Of particular interest will betherole of “rational
agents” in economic explanation. Readings from Durkheim, Weber,
Menger, Friedman, Rosenberg, Hausman, Cartwright, Pettit, and
others.

Instructor: B. Epstein
Lecture:  3:00p-5:45p

CRN: 14194
MAJWM 225 T

lnstructor-M--Gifford

CRN14195 CANCELLED
ecture: 6:05p-8:50 MAMMEZ2 M

Philosophy 6204: Advanced Topics
intheHistory of Philosophy: Kant

Kant's Critiqueof PureReason isarguably the most important book
from the modern eraof philosophy. It had amajor influenceon
subsequent philosophica thinking and remains relevant today. Its
main topic isthe nature, scope, and limits of human cognition; and its
main conclusion is that a prioriknowledge, natural science, freedom,
and human experienceitself are possibleif and only if transcendental
idealismistrue. The purpose of this courseisto giveaclose, critical
reading of Kant'sargument for transcendental idealisminthe CPR all
theway fromthe P reface to the | deal of Pure Reason.

Instructor: B. Hall
Lecture:  3:30p-6:15p

CRN 15266
MAJWM 225 Th
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Philosophy 6314: History of the Philosophy of Science
Special Focus: Wilfrid Sellars; Science ver susCommon Sense

Wilfrid Sellars (1912-1989), amajor American philosopher, wasone
of thefew 20" Century thinkerswho actively sought to crestea
complete philosophical system. Hiswork responded to currentsin
the contemporary world that created some philosophical problems
not hitherto considered, or if considered, not placed in ascentral a
position as he saw them. Among theforemost of thesewashis
concern over the clash between two different pictures of theworld
welivein, oneprovided by science, and the other by what | call
commonsense, butwhat he called the manifest image (thereis a
difference). Oneway to think of the difference between theseviews
istothink of science asdealing withitems such asmolecules,
electronsand galaxies, while common senseisconcerned with the
worldwelivein, theworld of trees, people, politicsand ethical
dilemmas. Hisgoal wasto create asysteminwhich thetwo views
achieve some sort of reconciliation. Wewill attempt to unravel his
viewson thistopic aswell aswend our way through amyriad of
problemswith which hepresentsus. Itisour objectiveto determine
Sellars’ legacy.

Instructor: J. Aitt
Lecture:  2:30p-5:15p

CRN 15265
MAJIWM 225 M

Thefollowing STS course may be used toward the Masters degree
in Philosophy and, for those studentswho will betakingthenon-
thesisoption, may be used asa coursein the Philosophy of Science
for the purposes of the Mastersexamination. | nterested students,
please see Dr. RichardBurian (220 Major Williams, x 1 -6760,
rmburian@ut.edu).

STS6224: ADVANCED TOPICSIN LIFE SCIENCESAND
MEDICINE: FORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF

GENETICS

This course will ded with the historical development of genetics,

with some emphasi's on philosophical issues (e.g., about conceptua
change in biology) raised by the history of genetics. However, the
course will be shaped to meet the interests of participants and paper
topics can deal with a wide range of issues, including discipline
formation, funding, the impact of particular controversies, the
interactions between genetics and other disciplines, the impact of
particular technologies, and the relationship between genetics and
eugenics. Time permitting, we will focus on at least four phasesin
the history of genetics. We will definitely cover (1) Mendel and the
background to his work and (2) the rediscovery of Mendel and (3)
the devel opment of chromosomal genetics and thetheory of thegene,
plus the resistance to both. One or two additional historical phases
will be chosen to suit the interests of the class; they will include
some work on the molecularization and perhgps the
commercidization of genetics and the changes that they have
wrought. We will bring together some dtrikingly different
approachesto the history of geneticsfoundin historica and scientific
literatures, paying close attention to scientific developments and to
recent examinations of relevant historical episodes. With appropriate
prearrangement and a suitable choice of term paper topic, the course
can be used in most of the Ph.D. tracks in the STS program and for
Philosophy of Science credit in the Philosophy Masters program.

Because the selection of materias (some of which are out of print)

will depend on student interests, those who think they might takethe
course are encouraged to contact theinstructor.

Instructor: R. Burian CRN 16412

ClassMeetings: Wednesdays, 1:00-3:50PM, Lane151

Check the university timetable or the department website http://www.phil.vt.edu/cour ses.html for updated

information.




